Blessings in Times of Change

Grace, mercy and peace to you!

That blessing of peace can be a hard one to take at the start of a pastoral
vacancy in a congregation. Losing a beloved pastor can be a difficult
change to navigate. It may be hard to feel at peace.

Changes in life are hard. And pretty much inevitable! But, growth in
changes in life is optional. Changes can certainly bring stress. But they
can also offer opportunities for growth.

Changes in life can even work to our advantage, as they can cause us to
lean even more on God for our care and provision, and to lean on each
other more for fellowship and faith growth.

Changes of a pastor can do the same. Maybe even more so. Pastor Eric
had a big impact on many (all?) of you. His departure is a big change.
Perhaps during this time of vacancy, it's good to see it is an opportunity
for growth and leaning on God for His provision.

Yes, praise God for Pastor Eric’s impact on you. Never forget that. But,
also look forward to who God will send here next to impact you! It's like
God providing another person in your life to minister to you.

May you choose the option to grow during this vacancy time. May you
lean on Jesus even more, and may you have joy in the process! And have
that blessing of God’s peace.

Richard Mittwede
Vacancy Pastor
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A Mother’s Love Reflects Christ’s Love

This month we give thanks for mothers; their love, their sacrifice, and
their quiet strength that so often goes unseen. In their care, we catch a
glimpse of God’s own heart for His children.

Scripture reminds us, “As a mother comforts her child, so will | comfort
you,” (Isaiah 66:13). What a beautiful picture of God’s tenderness. Just
as a mother holds, guides, teaches, and forgives, so our Heavenly Father
cares for us with patience and mercy.

We also remember that motherhood is a calling rooted in faith. The
example of faithful women like the mother and grandmother of Timothy
shows us how a life lived in Christ shapes generations. Whether through
words, prayers, or daily acts of love, God works powerfully through
mothers.

Let us honor and thank all mothers, grandmothers, and spiritual mothers.
We also hold close those who grieve, those who long to be mothers, and
those whose relationships are difficult. God’s comfort and grace are for
each one.

May we all reflect Christ’'s love as we nurture, encourage, and care for
one another.

Let us pray:

Gracious Lord, thank You for the gift of mothers and for the ways they
reflect Your love. Strengthen them, encourage them, and fill their hearts
with Your peace. Help us to honor them today and always. In Jesus’
name, Amen.

Agape Baby Bottle Drive

We will be having a baby bottle drive from May 10",
Mother’s Day to June 213!, Father’'s Day. Church members
take baby bottles home and return them filled with change,
cash, or checks. These gifts help make it possible to
provide counseling and other services; all shared with the
love of Christ. Watch for the basket of bottles in the
Narthex. Contact Dorothy Maass for questions.




Current Sunday Bible Studies

Parent-Infant-Toddler Class:

Join us in the cry room for a gentle, Christ-centered time of songs,
stories, and connection designed for our youngest children and their
parents. Led by Linda Peterson

PreK-5th Grade: (Room 104)

Kids explore Bible stories and faith-building activities with loving
guidance from Anitha Kumpati, Paula Starbuck, and Sandy Woelfel in
a fun, age-appropriate environment.

6th-12th Grade:

Join Christopher Drew in the Youth Room for a Christ-centered Bible
Study called, “Unbelievable”.

Young Adult Bible Study: (Parlor)

Led by Janessa Kumpati and the White family, this discussion-based
group digs into God’s Word while building friendships rooted in faith
and shared life.

“Rest of the Story” Class: (Conference Room)

Jeanette Schaefer leads a thoughtful exploration of Bible passages
that reveal deeper meaning behind familiar stories and their impact on
our lives today.

“Walk Worthy” Adult Bible Study: (Room 103)

Join us as Chris Dinan leads us through a 12 week audio and
discussion-based Bible study, Walk Worthy by John MacArthur on
Ephesians 4:1-6. This scripture based study will show us how we

humbly walk with Christ in a manner worthy and blessed.

Ways to Serve

Coffeeservers: Sign up to serve coffee following worship on Sunday
mornings. The church provides the coffee, supplies, and has everything
set up for you—all you need to bring is a light snack. Or, if you prefer, just

let us know and we’ll have donuts delivered on your behalf.
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Call Committee Update

Brothers and Sisters of Our Savior,

As previously shared, Pastor Richard Mittwede has agreed to serve as Our Savior Lutheran's
Vacancy Pastor as we navigate the Call Process for a new Pastor. We thank Pastor Mittwede and
welcome him to the Our Savior family.

As we begin the Call process for a new Pastor, we would like to share some information about this
important journey. A full Call Committee is currently being formed, and | have asked Kelly Peterson
to serve as the Committee Chair. In the weeks and months ahead, we will keep you informed of our
progress and, just as important, seek your input along the way.

God’s Blessings,
Scott Brashear
President, Our Savior Lutheran Church

Celebrating 15 Years of Service to OSL

On Sunday May 3'", we celebrate the blessing of 15 years with Sheryl Josserand as our
Business Manager here at OSL. She originally was a part-time employee, working many hours
to keep our financial situation in order. In 2024, some responsibilities were shifted around, and
she became a full-time employee, with our finances and a few other tasks on her plate.

She not only works on all of our financial needs independently but attends Finance Board
meetings and the Church Council meetings, keeping everyone informed. She is always happy to
educate anyone who doesn’t understand the various elements of our budget and financial
reports.

Here is a little more about her in case you don’t know her personally. She has been a member
of OSL since 1991 and is married to Brian who, you might have noticed, played the trumpet at
our Easter worship. She was involved in the youth program back when her kids were younger,
attending many events as a chaperone, including mission trips and youth gatherings. She and
Brian have a son, Eric, and a daughter, Holly. Holly and her husband, Christian, made Brian and
Sheryl grandparents last year with the birth of their daughter, Linnea.

We are fortunate to have Sheryl on staff, and we celebrate her 15 years of employment at OSL!
Please join us in honoring her for her work these many years on May 3 after worship during
Coffee and Fellowship. The Stewardship Board will host and we would love to see you all there
to enjoy and to show our appreciation to Sheryl.




Graduation Recognition Sunday

Congratulations to all our 2026 graduates!

It's a joy to recognize the accomplishments of our students as they step into new seasons of calling and
service.

On Sunday June 7th, we will honor graduates from high school, college, and postgraduate programs. We
invite all graduates and their families to participate in this special time of prayer and celebration.

Graduates are encouraged to submit their name, photo, and future plans to soundtech@oslaustin.org by
Sunday, May 24th to be included in the slideshow.

As you launch into the next chapter, may you hold tight to Proverbs 3:5-6:

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him,
and he will make your paths straight."

We are praying for your journey ahead!

Jesus’ Transforming Presence

“But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, ‘Look, Lord! Here and now | give half of my possessions to the poor,
and if | have cheated anybody out of anything, | will pay back four times the amount.” Jesus said to him, ‘Today
salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came t seek and to
save the lost” (Luke 19:8-10 NIV).

Remember the story: Zacchaeus was a tax collector, but he had heard all the stories. He wanted to see this Jesus with
his own eyes. Mercy is on display. This hated crook and traitor gets a direct audience with Jesus — at Jesus’ own
request! Jesus invites Himself to Zacchaeus’ house. This is where the transformation is about to take place!

Notice how Jesus does it. He does not preach a three-week sermon series, nor does He ask Zacchaeus to make a
pledge. But Zacchaeus is completely transformed! The transforming force is the very presence of Jesus! Direct time
with Jesus takes a crooked, selfish, criminal and makes him the most faithful steward.

We do not need to run ahead and climb a tree for this presence of Jesus. He makes Himself available to us every week
in the Divine Service. He speaks His Word of invitation to us in the pages of Holy Scripture. This, and this alone,

transforms us from sinner to saint, from owner to steward of all that belongs to the Lord.

Do you want to become a more faithful steward? Spend more time with Jesus. Make the Divine Service a weekly
priority. Feast on Christ’s body and blood weekly! This is the great gift that brings salvation from God’s House to yours!

From LCMS Stewardship Ministry, Newsletter Article — August 2025



Youth Easter Breakfast: More Than a Meal

This year’s Youth Easter Breakfast was something truly special and not just because of the food, but

because of the hearts behind it.

The preparation began the day before, and what stood out immediately was the attitude of the youth. As
they arrived, one by one, there was a sense of gratitude; thankful to be there, thankful for the opportunity,

and ready to serve. Without hesitation, they stepped into their roles and got to work.

What followed was one of the most efficient prep days I've ever experienced.

From organizing tables to preparing food, everything fell into place quickly and smoothly. The scheduled
prep time was from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM, but by 11:00 AM, everything was already completed. That kind

of efficiency doesn’t just happen, it comes from teamwork, focus, and a shared purpose.

After a quick meeting around 11:30 to assign roles for the next day, the youth didn’t slow down. Instead,

they stepped right into helping with the Easter egg hunt, continuing to serve wherever there was a need.

Then came Easter morning.

By 7:00 AM, the youth were already there; stations set, food prepared, and hearts ready. There was a
calm, steady rhythm to everything. No chaos. No scrambling. Just a group of young people ready to

serve.

It was, without question, the smoothest breakfast I've ever been part of.

At one point, they even told me to step out of the kitchen so they could take ownership of their

responsibilities and they did just that. They served with confidence, care, and joy.

Even more telling was their dedication throughout the morning. When encouraged to take breaks and
eat, several of them chose to stay and continue serving. Not out of obligation, but because they

genuinely wanted to be there for others.

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of

God’s varied grace.” 1 Peter 4:10 (ESV)



Youth Easter Breakfast Continued...

One of the most meaningful moments came during the service. After receiving Communion, the youth
were able to watch the service together on the screen—a special thank you to David Books for making

that possible. It allowed them to remain connected to worship even as they served behind the scenes.

And before the congregation even began to come out for breakfast, everything was ready—hot,

prepared, and waiting.

Throughout the morning, many members of the congregation shared how encouraged they

were—not just by the breakfast itself, but by the visible joy and willingness of the youth to serve.

“Let all that you do be done in love.” 1 Corinthians 16:14 (ESV)

What the congregation may not have fully seen was this:

A group of young people showing up early.
Serving without complaint.
Choosing others over themselves.

Working together with unity and purpose.

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others

more significant than yourselves.” Philippians 2:3 (ESV)
This breakfast wasn’t just an event. It was a reflection of what it means to be the Church.

Our youth didn’t just serve a meal—they demonstrated love, humility, and dedication in a way

that points directly to Christ.

“‘By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for

one another.” John 13:35 (ESV)

| could not be more proud of them.

And if you saw even a glimpse of what they did—you saw something beautiful.

Christopher Drew, Youth Director



OSL’s 23rd Annual Golf Tournament Recap

Our Savior Lutheran Church was pleased to host it's 23rd Annual Golf Tournament on Sunday,
April 26, at the Golf Club at Star Ranch in Hutto. We were blessed with another successful and
enjoyable afternoon as 18 teams gathered for friendly competition, fellowship, and support of OSL’s

ministries.

While final figures are still being finalized at the time of publication, this year's tournament
surpassed $19,000 in net profits, all of which will be used to enhance the ministries of Our Savior
Lutheran. In keeping with our tradition, 10% of the tournament’s net profits will be donated to a
local nonprofit organization. We are excited to share that this year’s recipient is Mobile Loaves &

Fishes, whose outreach and service continue to make a meaningful impact in our community.

Tournament Results

Congratulations to the following teams and individuals for their outstanding performances in a highly

competitive field:

. 1st Place Team: Bob Lovett, Cliff Lovett, Willard Hebbe, Scott Kuempel (55)

« 2nd Place Team: Galen Schroeder, Trey Schroeder, Walt Schroeder, Lad Bartosh (56)
« 3rd Place Team: James Hall, Becky Hall, David Krizan, John Stalder (58)

. 4th Place Team: Lawrence Martinez, Blake Nogay, Nolan Caldwell, Oliver McCurry (58)

Contest Winners:

. Long Drive: John Stalder
. Closest to the Pin #1 ($100 Cash Prize): Blake Nogay — Ace / Hole-in-One!
« Closest to the Pin #2 (Trophy): Scott Kuempel

Thank You to Our Sponsors & Volunteers

The OSL Golf Committee extends its heartfelt thanks to our generous sponsors and dedicated

volunteers. This event would not be possible without their continued support and commitment.



Golf Tournament Recap Continued...

Diamond Level Sponsors
Linda Guttman < Jeff Olbrich « Ressel & Associates, LLC ¢« Stan & Ann Kohtz ¢ Scott & Laura
Brashear

Gold Level Sponsors
Al & Teresa Unnerstall « Pluckers Wing Bar

Silver Level Sponsors
Jeanette Burk « Dorothy Maass ¢« Charlie & Linda Remmert « Dennis & Paula Starbuck * Knippa-
Buchhorn Insurance Agency * Chuck & Sandy Pfiefer

Bronze Level Sponsors
Omi’s Blackberry Farm « Del & Evelyn Dobbs « Art Hall Awards ¢ Southside Market « Larry & Pat
Latas « Galen & Mary Schroeder

Volunteers
Laura Brashear, Jake Brashear, Wayne &; Sandy Woelfel, Mike Jatzlau, Dorothy Maass, Ginger
Johnson

God'’s blessings,

OSL Tournament Committee
(Scott Brashear, David Green, Larry Latas, Galen Schroeder)

LWML Highlights

Thank you to everyone for your contributions for the wooden crosses, which will help offset our
expenses for the Texas District Convention in Austin, June 11-13, 2026. The Convention is always a
rewarding experience we all enjoy every other year; which as this year’s theme states, “Celebrate the
Goodness of God”, scripture verse: Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer
(Romans 12:1

Thank you to all who donated to “Undie Sunday” again. This is a special need of the

Gather-n-Give Ministry, as they work with the counselors of the Pflugerville Schools for the children in
need.

Our next meeting will be Sunday, May 17, 2026 at 11:30am in the Parlor. We will be having our election

€sl

Serving with Gladness, B

Dorothy Maass (OSL Women’s Guild President)
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Fellowship in and around OSL

May 23rd from 9am-1pm

“Pass it on Picnic” please join us for a potluck picnic. Sandwiches and waters will be provided
if you'd like to bring any other drinks, fruit, chips or other snacks. We will be meeting at
PopStroke- 13000 Harris Ridge Blvd, Austin 78753. We'd like to have open discussion and a
Bible study where knowledge and experience are passed on. Map to be provided with further

details.

June 7th
Please gather for Fellowship after church on Sunday, June 7th at Casa Garcia’s restaurant in
Windermere Centre, Pflugerville. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex. Please try to sign up before

June 1st to give us an estimate on headcount so we can reserve tables for our group.

July 11th at 11am

Please join us at Pinstack on July 11th at 11am for bowling. THREE lanes will be reserved for

two hours. They do offer a full menu, snacks and refreshments at Pinstack if you would like to

bring money for food, drinks and other games.
In Fellowship - Cynthia Cuartas, Laura and Scott Brashear & Geri Edens
July 13th-16th

VBS 2026 Tropical Trek- Jesus Comes to Seek and Save. Join us at OSL on July 13 - 16, |

5:15pm - 8:30pm. Volunteers are needed and registration in on the OSL website oslaustin.org.

Anytime

Circuit of the Americas. Racing, Concerts and more. More info at:

https://circuitoftheamericas.com/events/

Stubb’s Gospel Brunch. More info at: https://www.stubbsaustin.com/gospel-brunch

Moody Outdoor Amphitheater. More info at: https://www.moodyamphitheater.com/events-tickets

Moody Center events. More info at: https://moodycenteratx.com/events/




Jesus Comes to Seek and Save

VBS 2026
Tropical Trek

Jesus Comes to Seek and Save
July 13 -16 | 5:15pm - 8:30pm

Get Ready to Journey through Jungles, Islands, and Unexpected Terrain!

This summer, kids will discover an incredible truth that changes everything:
No matter where we are...God finds us.

Throughout the week, we'll explore powerful, hope-filled lessons:
God finds me when | have troubles.
God finds me when | am lonely.
God finds me when | am lost.
God finds me when | think there's no hope.
God finds me no matter my sin.

Register online at https:/lwww.oslautin.org

Volunteers Needed. Contact Sandy Woelfel



What’s New with the Christian Education Board?

This year has been marked by many changes with the Christian Education Board and our congregation. As with
endings and beginnings, there are a myriad of emotions, challenges, and opportunities that confront us in our personal
and congregational life. Yes, we miss our former Pastor and his family, and even the previous leadership, but we are
positioned to take advantage of exciting new opportunities that God has already arranged for us to grow, develop,
expand and enjoy.

As a newly elected Chairman of this board, charged with helping to foster the spiritual growth of the congregation
through Biblical education, | am excited at what possibilities lay ahead. From the Biblical patterns outlined in the books
of Deuteronomy Chapter 31 — Joshua Chapter 1, we see God designing an orderly transfer of responsibilities and
mission to the next generation. We have successfully entered this transition phase where we are continuing many of
the initiatives of the previous board, but are also looking to start new initiatives, all this against the exciting backdrop of
a call process. While we look to the future with expectation and hope for a fresh new move of God in our personal lives
and the life of this congregation, our dedicated team of faithful servants will continue to serve you as the Lord leads.
Here is a gentle reminder of some

of the major and familiar activities we will engage in this year.

Arguably one of the biggest events OSL hosts each year is Vacation Bible School. As you probably know, this is a huge
undertaking that requires planning, time, money, volunteers, and a boatload of prayer. This year's program is The
Tropical Trek: an island adventure theme centered on Luke 19:10. Through scripture, crafts, treats, games, and other
activities, kids will learn about God’s love and that Jesus comes to seek and save the lost. | invite you to pray for those
that are working hard to make this a successful event. In the coming months, we will also begin asking for volunteers.
We will need folks to help build sets, get the word out, prepare activities, and, of course, staff the actual event. As these
opportunities arise, | would encourage you to help out whenever possible. VBS will be held on July 13 th through July
16th this year, so please mark your calendars.

At OSL, we are blessed to have several opportunities to study God’s Word each week in Sunday School. The newest
opportunity began in April 26 and is a 12-part audio series facilitated by Chris Dinan. In this study, titled “Walk Worthy”
by Pastor John MacArthur, we are exploring Ephesians Chapter 4:1 — 6 to help understand how to live out our calling in
Christ, and let the Holy Spirit work through us. | would encourage you, especially if you are not currently regularly
attending a Sunday School class, to join Chris for this study.

As the year progresses, we hope to have additional opportunities for each of you to participate and grow in Christ. We
understand that it will take a whole lot of praying, loving, and serving to help us to get through the uncertainties of the
next few months. We are committed to walking this journey with you and to see God’s will through. We want to assure
you that we are here to work with each and every one of you to address your Biblical needs so, please do not hesitate
to reach out to any of us. Our wonderful team of amazing saints and servants are Sandy Woelfel — director of our
Vacation Bible School (VBS), Chris Dinan, Christopher Drew — Youth Director, Mary Anne Dube, Paula Eifert and
myself. All of us are available to answer your questions through this time.

Lastly, | want to thank outgoing Chairman Stephen White for his stellar service and Kirsten White for her invaluable
contribution to the Board. They have played a pivotal role in the plans and programming of the Board over the past
several years and OSL is blessed for their leadership and service. They are indeed irreplaceable.

Respectfully,
Wendy Sproul



Memorial Day: Remembering with Hope

On this Memorial day, we pause to remember those who gave their lives in service to others. Their sacrifice reflects
a profound truth found in Scripture; love that gives, serves, and lays itself down.

Jesus reminds us:
“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” John 15:13

Memorial Day points us not only to the courage of those who served, but also to the ultimate sacrifice of Christ,
who gave His life for the world. Because of Him, even in grief, we are not without hope.

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” Psalm 34:18

As we honor the fallen, we entrust them and their families to God’s care, remembering that He is our
refuge and strength in every season.

“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain.” Revelation 21:4

Today, we remember. We give thanks. And we hold fast to the promise that in Christ, sacrifice is not the end, eternal
life is.

Lord, we thank you for

Budget Planning for 2027 Begms

The Voter's Assembly passed the Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 budget in November 2025, and here we are in April
beginning the planning process for FY 2027. Some of you have asked how all of this works. The Church Council has
adopted the Budget Calendar (excerpts below) and held a Council Strategic Planning Session on April 9 th to kick-
start the process for this year.

OSL Budget Calendar — FY 2027 (excerpts)

. March 12, 2026 — Distributed Final Calendar of Events to the Council

. March &amp; April 2026 — Board chairs work on planning and budgeting with their boards

. April 9, 2026 — Council Strategic Planning Session and Congregational Chair reauthorizes Salary Committee to
begin work for 2027.

. May 17, 2026 — Voters Meeting (to include a budget update)

. May 30, 2026 — Preliminary First Draft Budgets due to Business Manager

. June 5, 2026 -- Salary Committee recommendations due to Business Manager

. June 11, 2026 — Council Reviews Preliminary First Draft Budgets

. August 13, 2026 — Final Compiled budgets to Council

. September 10, 2026 — Council holds 2027 Budget Workshop

. October 8, 2026 — Council approves final budget

. October 12, 2026 — Voter Packet with proposed budget compiled and sent to the congregation

. November 15, 2026 — Voters Meeting — Voters review and approve the 2027 Budget

Please contact one of your Church Officers or Board Chairs if you have any questions or ideas for ways to advance
the ministry. Your thoughts and feedback are always appreciated, but most importantly, your willingness to work with
the Council and Boards to implement your ideas is even more important. Together, we can live out our mission of
being “caring Christians sharing God'’s love with each other and people of the community.”
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